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oA tus primus. -

Enter Ferdinand King of Nanarre, Berowne, Longanill, and
Dumane; '

Ferdinand.

@@”9%1 F‘_"mi,?:‘?)‘at allyhunt after in thc,i{ liues ,

Sl L K Liue regiltred vpon onrb.r:.zen Tombes,
7o) POY And then grace vs in the difgrace of death:
[ :%_'j when fpighg of cormorant deuouringTime,
h’endeuour of this prefent breath may buy :
That honour which fhall bate his fythes keeneedge ,
And make vs heyres of all eternitie.
Therefore braue Conquerours, for o you are,
That warreagainft your owne affeftions ,
And the huge Armie of the worlds defires.

Our late edi&t (hall ftrongly ftand in force,

Nazar (hall be the wonderof the world. /

Our Court fhall be alittle Achademe
Still and contemplatiue in living Art.
You three, Berowne, Dumaise,and Longanuill,
Haue (worne for three yeeres terme,to live withme:
My fellow Schollets, and to keepethofe itatutes
That are recorded in this fcedule heere.
Your oathes are palt,and naw fubfcribe your names:
That his owne hand may {trike his honour downe,
That violates the {malleft branch heerein:
If you arearm’d to doe, as {fworneto do,
Subferibe to your deepe oathes, and keepe it to,
Longanill. T amrefolu’d, 'tis but a three yeeres faft:
The minde (hall banquert, thong‘n the body pine,
Fat paunches haue leane pates : and dainty bits,
Make rich the ribs, but bankeroutthe wits.
Dumane. My louing Lord,Dumane is mortified,
The grofler manner of thele worlds delﬁights .
He throwes vponthe groffe worlds bafer flaues :
To loue,to wealth,to pompe,I pine and die,
With all thefe liuing in Philofophie.
Berowse. T canbut {ay their proteffation ouer ,
So much,deare Liege.I haucalready fworne,
That is,to liue and fludy heere three yeexes.
But there are other (triét obferuances:
As not to fee a womanin that terme,
Which 1 hope well isnot énrolled there.
And one day ina weeke to touch no foode:

And but one meale on euery day befide : 1

The which Thopeis notenrolled there. |
And thento {leepe but three houres in the night,
And not be {eene to winke of all the day.

When T was wont to thinke no harme all night ,
And make adarke night too of halfe the day :

WhichIhope wellis net enrolled there.

O, thefc are barren taskes,too hard to keepe,

Notto fee Ladies,ftudy, faft,net fleepe.

Ferd. Youroath is paft,to pafle away from thefe.
Berew. Letme fay no my Liedge,andifyou pleafe,

I onely {wore to ftudy with your grace, :

And ftay heere in your Court for three yeeresipace.
Loxga, You {woreto that Berewne,and to the reft.
Berow. By yeaand nay fir, than 1 {wore inieft.

What is the end of ftudy, let me know ?

Fer. Why that to know which elfe wee fhould net
know. :

Ber. Things hid & bard(you meane)frd comon fenfe.

Ferd. 1,thatis ftudies god-like recompence.

Bera. Come onthen, 1 will {weare to fludie fo,

To know the thing Iam forbid to know:

As thus, to ftudy where I well may dine ,

When1 to faft expreflely am forbid.

Or ftudie where to meet fome Miftreffe fine,

When Miftrefles from common {enfe are hid.

Or haning {worne too hard a keeping oath,

Studieto breake it, and not breake my troth,

If ftudies gaine be thus, and this be io,

Studie knowes that which yet it doth not know ,

Sweare me to this;and I will nere fay no.

Ferd. Thefe be the ftops that hinder ftudie quite,

And traine our intelleéts to vaine delight,

Ber. Why? all delights are vaine,and that mof! vaine

Which with paine purchas’d,doth inherit paine,,

As painefully to poare vpen a Booke,

To feeke the light of truth, while truth the while

Doth falfely blinde the eye-fight ot his looke :

Light feecking light,doth light of light beguile :

So ere you finde where light in darkencfTe lies,

Yourlight growes darke by lofing of your eyes.

Studie me how to pleale'the eyeindeede,

By fixing it vpon a fairer eye,

Who dazling fo, that eye fhall be his heed,

And giue him light that it was blinded by.

Studic islike the heauens glorious Sunne,

That will not be deepe fearch’d with fawcy lookes :

Small haue continuall plodders euer wonne,

Saue bafe authoritie from others Bookes.

Thefe earthly Godfathers of heauenslights,

That giue a name to euery fixed Starre,

Haue no more profit of their fhining nights,

Then thofe that walke and wot not what they are.
Too much te know,is to know nought but fame :

And cuery Godfather can giue aname,

Fer, How well hee’sread,toreafon againftreading.
Dum. |




Lon. Hee weedestthe corne, and ftill lets grow the
weeding.

Ber, TheSpring is neare when greenc geeffe are a
breeding.

Dum. How followesthat ?

Ber. Fitinhis place and time.

Dum. Inreafonnothing,

Ber. Something thenin rime.

Ferd, Berowne is like an eduious {neaping Froft,

That bites the firlt borne infants of the Spring,
Ber.Wel,fay I am,why (hould proudSummer boaft,

Before the Birds haueany caufe to fing

Why (hould I ioy in any abortiue birth ?

At Chriftinas I no more defire a Rofe,

Then wifh a Snow in Mayes new fangled fhowes :

But like of eachthing that'infeafon growes.

So you to ftudie now itis too late,

That were to clymbe ore the houfe to vnlocke the gate,
Fer, Well fityouout ¢ go home Berowne ; adue.

Ber.Nomy good Lord,I haue fwornto ftay with you.

And though [ haue for barbarifme fpoke more,

Then for that Angell knowledge you can fay,

Yet confident Ile keepe what T haue fworne,

And bide the pennance of each three yeares day.

Giue me the paper,let mereade the fame,

And tothe ftricteft decrees Tie write my name.
Fer.How well this yeelding refcues thee from (hame,
Ber. [tem. Thatno woman fhall come within a mile

of my Court.”.

Hath this bin proclaimed?

' Lou, Foure dayes agoe,
Ber, Let’s {ee the penaltie.
On paine of loofing her tongue.
Who deuis’d this penaltie?
Lon. Marry that didI.
Ber. Sweete Lord, and why?
Lon. Tofright them hence with that dread penaltie,
A dangerous law againft gentilitie.

B - .
Item, 1f any man be feene to talke with a woman with-

publique hame as the seft of the Court fhall poflibly
deuife. :
Ber, This Article my Liedge your felfe muft breake,
For well you know here comesin Embaffic
Theé FrenchKings daughter,with your felfe to {peake :
A Maide of grace and compleate maicftie,
About furrender vp of Aguitaine :
To her decrepit,ficke,and bed-rid Father:
Thereforethis Article is made in-vaine,
Or vainly comes th’admired Princefle hither,

Fer.W hat f{ay you Lords?
Why,this was quite forgot.

Ber. So Studie euermore isouerbioty
While it dothiftadyte haue whatit would,
It doth forget todoe the ching it fhould :
And when it hath the thingirhuntechmoft,
*Tis won as townes with fire, fo won,fo loft.

Fer. Weniuft of force difpence with this Decree,
She muft lye here on meereneceflitie. -

Ber. Neeeffty willmakevsall forfworne !
Three thoufand times wichin this threeyeeres fpace:
For euery manwich his affe&sisborne, ‘
| Not by mighe mafired, burby fpeciall grace. -
| I€1 breake faith chis'word fhall breake forme,
I am forfivorieon meere neceflitie.

M\ =

Loués Labour's loft.

Dum. Proceeded well, to ftop all good proceeding. |

inthe tearme of three yeares, hee fhall indure fuch |
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- ¢lime inthe merrine(Te.

' Parke: which put to gether, is inmanner and forme

Sotothe Lawes at large I write my name,
And he that breakes them inthe leaft degree,
Stands in atcainder of eternall fhame,
Suggeftions are to others as to me:
But I beleeue although I feeme fo loth,
I am the laft that will laft keepe his oth.
But is there no quicke recreation granted ?
Fer. 1thatthereis,our Court you know is hanted
With a refined trauailer of Spasne,
A manin all the worlds new talhion planted,
That hath 2 mint of phrafes in his braine :
One,who the muficke of his owne vaine tongue,
Doth rauifh like inchanting harmonie :
A man of complements whom right and wrong
Haue chofe as vmpire of their murinie.
This childe of fancie that Armads hight,
For interim to our {tudies fhall relate,
Inhigh-borne words the worth of many a Knighe :
From tawnie Spaine loft inthe worlds debate,
How you delightmy Lords,l know not I,
But I proteft I loue to heare him lie,
And I will vfe him for my Minftrelfie.
Bero. Armadoisa moftilluftrious wight,
A man of fire,new words,fafhions owne Knight,
Lon. (‘oftard the {waineand he,{hall be our fpert;
And {o to ftudic, three yeeres isbut fhort.

Enter a Conftablewith Coffard witha Letter.

Conft. Which is the Dukes owne perfon.

Ber, This fellow, What would’ft 2

Cen. Imy felfe reprehend his owne perfon, for I am
his graces Tharboraugh:But I would fee his own.perfon
in flefh and blood.

Ber. This s he.

Con, Signeor Arme,aArme commends yous
Ther'svillanie abroad,this Jercer will tell you more.

Clow. Sir the Contempts thereof are as' touching
mee, %

Fer, Aletter from the magnificent Armads.

Ber. How low {oeuer the matter, 1 hopein God for
high words,

Lon, A high hope for a low heauen,God grant vs pa- |
tience, * ;

Ber. Toheare,or fotbeare hearing.

Lon. To heare meekely fir,and to laugh moderately,
or to forbeare both, ' 3

Ber. Wellfir, beit asthe &ile fhall ginevscaufe to

Cle. The marter is to me (ir,as concerning /aquencita,
The manner of itis, i was taken with the manner.

Ber, Inwhat manner ?

€ls.1n manner and forme following fir all thefe three.
I was {eene with her in the Mannor houfe, fitting with

her vponthe Forme, and taken following her into the

following. Now fir for the mannery It isthemanner
of a man to {peake to a woman, forthe forme infome
forme,
* “Ber. Forthe following fir, [ 6

Clo. Asitfhall follow inmy correétion,andGod de-
fend the right. 0
< Fer. Will you heare this Letcer viith ateention ?

Ber. Aswewould heare an Oracle. '

Clo. Suchis the fimplicitic of man to hiarken‘after the
fleth, : )

; L2 Fer. Grear
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